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On April 26, some 7,000 employees of the Bolivian Mining Corporation (COMIBOL) commenced a
"general, indefinite strike," called by the Bolivian Workers Central (COB). In a statement released
May 14, COMIBOL president Wilfredo Salinas said that if the strike continues, the state-run
company would dismiss "some 5,500 workers." He also reported that the company had lost $3.7
million since the strike began. Miners responded to Salinas' statement by a further "radicalization"
of the strike. On May 15, the Miners Federation office in La Paz said in a communique that the union
had decided to organize hunger strikes throughout the country. Miners' spouses began setting up
soup kitchens for some 1,200 people, including workers, women and children who had congregated
in the capital to participate in the protest. Federation secretary general Edgar Ramirez said that
since the weekend several groups of miners at the San Jose, Huanuni, and Machacamarca mines
had already commenced hunger strikes. The strike was called to demand wage hikes and improved
benefits for COMIBOL employees, and authorization for the miners to set up supply stores at the
mines. Employees are also protesting the government's plans to privatize the mines via providing
mining rights to foreign companies. (Basic data from AFP, 05/15/90)
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